
News, updates, and more!

Attend the FREE Virtual Canvas Conference 

The creator of Canvas, Instructure, will be holding their annual conference,
InstructureCon, virtually on Thursday, July 14. This conference covers topics
related to online teaching. There should be sessions of interest to UCR
University Extension instructors. Any instructor who attends at least one
session and reports back three things they learned to Ann Kwinn, will receive a
prize. Register for the conference. 

Celebrate our Rock Star Instructors

Congratulations to Nidhi Shah, Jo Russo-Pereyra, and Willa Henshaw for
attending the six-part Art and Science of Active Learning program. You will
receive a prize. This is the third year an “Art and Science” program has been
offered by XCITE (The Exploration Center for Innovative Teaching and
Engagement) on main campus and UCR University Extension. 

Mark Your Calendars: Drop-in Sessions in June

While you can always contact Ann Kwinn or our support team to schedule a
meeting to brainstorm your course, set up your course in Canvas, learn about
Zoom, etc., we will also be hosting drop-in sessions in June each week before
the start of the term on June 20. Come with your questions or just listen in. The
sessions will be offered Friday, June 3 at 9 am, Wednesday, June 8 at 12
noon, and Thursday, June 16 at 4 pm. No registration is required. Use this
Zoom link to join the sessions. 
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Get Your Summer Courses Ready for a June 20 Term Start 

As a reminder, please import and update or develop your courses for the
summer term starting June 20.  

If you have taught for UCR University Extension in Canvas before, you
will import your Canvas course and update any dates or other out-of-date
information. 
If you have not taught for UCR University Extension in Canvas, you will
first need to import the course, UCRX Template (which is a Canvas
course with a home page and module structure but no course content)
before you add your own course content.

Online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension on their Canvas dashboard. Please contact us when your course is
ready for the new term. This should be two weeks before the start of your
course. Support questions can be directed to our support team. Ann Kwinn is
available to discuss your course design.  

Check out the Canvas Guide on Importing: How Do I Copy Content from
Another Canvas Course. 

Take a Free Course in the Online Course Design and Instruction
Program

UCR University Extension instructors are encouraged to take a course in the
Online Course Design and Instruction certificate program. You may enroll in a
course for free within one year after teaching for UCR University Extension.
We will offer one course per term. The next course, EDUC X409.1 Instructional
Design for Online Courses, will run from July 11 to August 19.
The other courses in the program are: 

EDUC X409.2 Effective Assessment in Online Courses (Sept. 19 – Oct.
28)
EDUC X409.3 Tools and Techniques for Online Course
Development (Jan. 16 – Feb. 24)

EDUC X409.4 Successful Online Teaching (Apr. 10 – May 19)

Learn more about the program, or contact Ann Kwinn with questions. If you are
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interested, please email D. Dayton expressing enrollment interest in a certain
course and stating that you are a UCR University Extension instructor.

Canvas Courses for UCR University Extension Instructors

All online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension, from your Canvas Dashboard. A second course, the UCRX
Instructors Community, can also be found on your dashboard. This course is a
repository of useful information for instructors including policies and
procedures, the UCR University Extension slide template and Zoom
background, tips for working with international students, procedures for
importing a Canvas course from a previous term, activating your Zoom
account, submitting grades, and more.

Turnitin Plagiarism Tool to be Integrated into Canvas

UCR and UCR University Extension will soon make the Turnitin plagiarism tool
accessible to all instructors and faculty. Turnitin compares a student’s paper
against a large database of professional writing and other student papers. The
tool provides an opportunity for instructors to support academic integrity and
discuss proper composition and citations in papers. Using Turnitin will be an
option when you create an assignment in Canvas. To utilize the tool, set the
assignment’s submission type to “online,” and then check off either “text entry”
or “file upload.” Next to the new option, “Plagiarism Review,” select Turnitin
from the dropdown menu.

Upcoming Opportunities

Check your email for announcements about the upcoming Instructor
Appreciation Event and support for instructor introductory videos.

Tech Notes 

The virtual classroom system in Canvas, Big Blue Button (formerly called
Canvas Conferences), now only saves recordings for one week.
If you encounter major system problems such as not being able to get
into Canvas, you can look for updates on our TechAlerts page. 
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