
Let new adventures begin! See what’s on the horizon for fall.

Get your Fall Courses Ready for a September 19 Course Start 

As a reminder, please import and update or develop your courses for the fall
term starting September 19.  

If you have taught for UCRX in Canvas before, you will import your
Canvas course and change the due dates.

If you have not taught for UCRX in Canvas, you will first need to import
the course, UCRX Template (which is a Canvas course with a home
page and module structure but no course content) before you add your
own course content.

Please contact us after you have imported your course and it is ready for the
new term. This should be two weeks before the start of your course. Support
questions can be directed to support@ucx.ucr.edu. Ann Kwinn is available to
discuss your course design.

Learn more about importing courses through the Canvas Guide on Importing:
How Do I Copy Content from Another Canvas Course.

Take a Free Course in the New Online Course Design and
Instruction Program​

UCR University Extension instructors are encouraged to take a course in the
new Online Course Design and Instruction program. You may enroll for free
within one year after teaching for UCR University Extension.

We will offer one course per term with the following schedule: 
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Sept. 20 – Oct. 29:  Effective Assessment in Online Courses
Jan. 17 – Feb. 25:  Tools and Techniques for Online Course
Development
Apr. 11 – May 20:  Successful Online Teaching
Jul. 11 – Aug. 19:  Instructional Design for Online Courses

Learn more about the program, or contact Ann Kwinn. If you are interested,
please send an email to D.Dayton expressing enrollment interest in a certain
course, and stating that you are a UCR University Extension instructor.

Try out the New Dual Mode of Teaching

The learning landscape is changing and UCR University Extension will offer
classes online, in a hybrid format, and in “dual mode.” The dual mode model
will allow students to choose between being in person or participating via live
webcasts.  

Classrooms will be equipped with digitizers or special tablets, Zoom, and
Canvas to provide students and instructors flexibility and a seamless learning
environment. 

​Technology Solutions (TS) at UCR University Extension is preparing training
for instructors on dual mode teaching. That information will be shared with you
soon. If you have any questions, please email support@ucx.ucr.edu. They are
here to walk you through every step of the process and ensure you have an
exceptional experience during this transition. 

​​Riipen Lets You Integrate Real World Projects into Your Courses​​​​​

Instructors interested in integrating real world projects into their courses should
contact Billy Gould at Riipen. The Riipen platform connects your students with
virtual projects inside corporations. The projects are based on your course
objectives and requirements.

UCR University Extension instructor, Nidhi Shah, describes her experience:
"Collaboration with Riipen, execution of company projects on Riipen, and
alignment of corporate milestones with learning outcomes of the course, has
been an extraordinary and intriguing experience for me with multifaceted
benefits of student-team, student-organization, and student-instructor
engagement."

A student reports: "This learning platform allowed me to practice by developing
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a project and applying the concepts learned during class. I was not expecting
to receive feedback from the company my team was assigned to, but it was a
nice surprise and was greatly appreciated."  – Veronica

Learn more about our collaboration with Riipen in this recent
webinar recording.​​​​​

Go to the Virtual Canvas Conference for Free​​​​​

Instructure is the developer and publisher of Canvas. Every year they host a
rich conference on many aspects of online learning pedagogy and technology.
Last year’s conference was online and free of charge. The same is true this
year. Anyone can sign up for InstructureCon. There is always something useful
to learn at this conference. 

Share Your Ideas in the Instructor Community​​​​​

Please share your best online teaching practices with your UCR University
Extension colleagues in the UCRX Instructors Community course. The first
four people to contribute will earn a prize. Here are some examples: From
Stephen Fritzenkotter: “I check the People section of the courses multiple
times per week. It tracks the last time students were working in Canvas. If I
notice for one of the students that more than a few days has passed, I send
them a short email stating that we’ve missed them in class.” 

Jacqueline James states: “During the first week of class, I provide students the
opportunity to introduce themselves to each other in a graded discussion link. I
also provide graded discussions for students to discuss legal trends and/or
cases weekly.”

All instructors are enrolled in the UCRX Instructors Community course. Login
to your Canvas Dashboard and click on this course. Choose Modules and
scroll down and choose the Idea Sharing Discussion for All Instructors, and
reply to contribute.​​​
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