Get the inside scoop on everything from fall course prep to new Canvas features.

Al for Graphics

You have probably heard of the new Al text generator, ChatGPT, but have you
heard of image generating Al tools? They also work from user prompts. Below
are a few Al image generators and some examples of how these tools can be
integrated into your courses. Some are free with limited features, and others
require a monthly fee.

e Bing Image Creator - Powered by DALL-E, an Al Chatbot developed by
OpenAl.

o Adobe Firefly - Provided by Adobe; only the beta version is free.

o Dall-E - Created by OpenAl, which is the same company that created
ChatGPT. Use it for free by waiting for monthly credits or buy instant
credits to use the service.

Here are some creative ways students can use Al image generators:

o Create images of a prototype/product for a marketing project in a
business class.

» Create images of fictional characters for a story in a writing class.

o Create background images for PowerPoint presentations.

A Message from the Dean

Check out this short video message from our Dean, Dr. Kevin J. Vaughn, as he

gives highlights of recent goings-on and successes at UCR University
Extension.
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The results are in!

Thanks to those instructors who participated in the recent Instructor Expertise
Survey — sharing your skills, accomplishments, and preferences. We
discovered that we have a multilingual instructor population who is comfortable
teaching and learning in various modalities. The top scoring professional
development areas of interest were:

Artificial intelligence (Al) tools such as ChatGPT
Tools and methods for teaching online

How to create effective discussions

Adding real world work assignments for your students

Stay tuned for training and support in these areas.

Out of the instructors who completed the survey, those with the most years
served at University Extension are:

¢ Regina Richards
¢ Brenda Kooiman
o Patricia Rice

Thank you for your amazing dedication to UCR University Extension and our
students.

Get Your Fall Courses Ready

As a reminder, please import and update or develop your courses for the fall
term.

« If you have taught for UCRX in Canvas before you will import your
Canvas course and update any dates or other out-of-date information.

« If you have not taught for UCRX in Canvas you will first need to import
the course, UCRX Template (which is a Canvas course with a home
page and module structure but no course content) before you add your
own course content.

Online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension, on their Canvas dashboard. Please contact us when your course is
ready for the new term. This should be two weeks before the start of your
course. Support questions can be directed to support@ucx.ucr.edu. Contact

Ann Kwinn to discuss your course design.
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Here is a link to the Canvas Guide on Importing: Canvas Guide on Importing:
How Do | Copy_Content from Another Canvas Course.

Incorporating Universal Design for Learning into Your Course

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is an approach to teaching and learning
that seeks to accommodate the needs and abilities of all learners and
eliminates unnecessary hurdles in the learning process.

It is based on a more general concept of Universal Design which applied
accessibility principles to architecture and products. Some examples of
accommodations are ramps and talking signs.

One way to implement UDL in your courses is to offer captions or transcripts
for your videos. This gives support to students who are either hard of hearing
or are in a noisy environment, are ESL students, or may simply prefer reading.

Another important idea is to make text on your slides or Canvas pages brief
and to the point and with a sufficiently large font against a solid or simple
contrasting background. It is also helpful to include graphics whenever
possible, to help explain concepts, processes, and procedures to your
students. Consider adding charts and graphs, process diagrams, infographics,
and photographs to your content. You can also ask your students to add
graphics to their work, especially when it will be shared with other students.

Lastly, an important principle in UDL is providing multiple paths to achieve the
same goal. A transcript of a video is an example of an alternate path. Do you
ever create a video summarizing a textbook chapter? You can also allow
students multiple ways to show their mastery of the course material such as
with a paper, presentation, or video.

Panda Pros: Free Support from Instructure

Instructure (Canvas) is offering 45-minute, one-on-one, online coaching
sessions to help you get your fall courses ready. Schedule a Canvas Panda
Pros Session for answers to any of your questions. The support sessions will
run until September 16.
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New Features in Canvas Gradebook

Check out some of the new features in the Canvas Gradebook by watching
this short video provided by Instructure.
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