Fall instructor meeting, DEI grant, spring course updates, video-based discussions, and Zoom tips—all to support your teaching.

Come one, Come all! Fall Instructor Meeting

Join us for the Fall Instructor Meeting on Saturday, December 14, from 9:00
am to 12:30 pm at UCR University Extension (1299 University Ave., Room
1101). Dean Vaughn will kick off the event with an Extension update, followed
by training sessions on 1) Teaching with Al and 2) the Riipen work-based
projects platform. Attendees will receive a digital badge for the Teaching with
Al session, which you can share on LinkedIn and other social media platforms.
Enjoy breakfast, icebreakers, and prizes, plus a custom marketing graphic to
share on your social media, if you'd like. Please RSVP as soon as you can and
reach out to akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu with any questions. Your colleagues, Steve
Fritzenkotter and Nidhi Shah, will also be presenting.

UCR University Extension Wins Grant for DEI Project

UCR University Extension was recently awarded $25,000 for the “Challenging
Bias and Bigotry in the Workplace” course development project, which is in
alignment with UC Riverside's mission to combat antisemitism, Islamophobia,
and other forms of bias, bigotry, and discrimination. The fund will be used to
create a short course and is part of a larger initiative aimed at addressing
crucial diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) issues in professional
environments. It will be delivered via Canvas and edX and made available to
UCR staff, faculty, instructors, students, and community members.


https://pardot.ucx.ucr.edu/e/287792/XGnKvh82haxrHkGt5/3bttbx/1674826314/h/w_spxAQlD7mUJNrqd6dM2irr0jAjc_Ryl1enPSroDYc
mailto:akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu

Get Your Spring Courses Ready
Don’t forget to import and update or develop your courses for the Spring term.

¢ If you have taught in Canvas before, you will import your prior Canvas
course into the empty course shell for the new term - which appears on
your dashboard - and update any due dates or other out-of-date
information.

¢ If you have not taught in Canvas, you will first need to import the course,
UCRX Template (which is a Canvas course with a home page and
module structure but no course content), before you add your own
course content. Please keep the provided home page as your course’s
home page.

Online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension, on their Canvas dashboard. Please contact rlin@ucx.ucr.edu when
your course is ready. This should be two weeks before the course start date.
Support questions can be directed to support@ucx.ucr.edu. Ann Kwinn is
available to discuss your course design at akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu.

Here is a link to the Canvas Guide on Importing: How Do | Copy Content from
Another Canvas Course.

Creating Video-Based Discussions

A very nice but somewhat hidden multimedia feature in Canvas is the ability for
instructors to assign video-based discussions to students, asking them to
respond with a video instead of text. Students can 1) speak to the camera,
recording a typical first-person discussion response, 2) interview another
student or expert, or 3) record some kind of demonstration or live event.
Technically speaking, Canvas will allow them to either upload a pre-recorded
video as their discussion response or record their video right in the discussion

tool. Here is a guide on how to set this up for your students.

Avoid Storing Your Zoom Recordings in the Zoom Cloud

Please save your Zoom recordings on your own hard drive rather than in the
Zoom Cloud. UCR main campus has publicized a new policy saying that
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recordings stored in Zoom will start to be removed. Follow this guide to make
your recording available to your students in your Canvas course: How to

Record a Zoom Meeting and Upload Into Canvas.

How to Zoom in on Your Zoom Sessions

If you have students in your Zoom sessions who want you to make the text and
images on your shared screen appear larger, follow these instructions:

e For the instructor: In Windows: Click on the Ctrl key and the + key
simultaneously. You can repeat this as many times as needed. On a
Mac: Use the track pad to pinch out with your fingers.

e For the student: For Windows and Mac: Instruct the student to look to
the right of the presenter’s name at the top of the Zoom shared screen
and click on the three dots and then click on Zoom.
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