Discover new teaching tools, global speaking opportunities, and the latest
upgrades in Canvas and classroom tech.

Come to the Futures Conference in Luxembourg Next Summer

A big kudos to UCR Extension instructors who presented at the Futures 2025
Al in Education conference in Lisbon this summer: Elena Romine, Stephen
Frizenkotter, and Julia Bennett. UCR Extension was a co-sponsor, and our
dean, Kevin Vaughn, was one of the chairs. Next year’s conference will be in
Luxembourg during the summer and will focus on Al in education, but with an
emphasis on professional education. All UCR Extension instructors are
encouraged to apply to speak at and attend the conference. There will also be
publication opportunities for conference speakers. More information will be
forthcoming. Please contact akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu if you want to be put on a
mailing list.

The Virtual Teaching Assistant

Shoutout to our amazing instructors, Robert Masson, Nidhi Shah, and Jonnetta
Thomas-Chambers, who have been participating in the Virtual Teaching
Assistant (VTA) pilot program. The VTA is built on Google’s NotebookLM and
acts as a dedicated chatbot in your course to provide 24/7 support to students,
based on the course materials fed to the software.

The VTA can:

* Answer basic questions about assignments, deadlines, grading, etc., of
your course.

o Help connect concepts, identify patterns, and foster a deeper
understanding.
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e Summarize readings or videos and simplify complex topics.

o Support student self-assessment by providing sample quiz questions,
flashcards, acronyms, and mnemonics.

o Structure learning with a topic outline to prepare for tests and
assignments.

« If you are interested in using this tool for your course, please contact
support@ucx.ucr.edu.

Get Your Fall Courses Ready
Don’t forget to import and update or develop your courses for the Fall term.

 If you have taught in Canvas before, you will import your prior Canvas
course into the empty course shell for the new term, which appears on
your dashboard, and update any due dates or other out-of-date
information.

 If you have not taught in Canvas, you will first need to import the course,
UCRX Template (which is a Canvas course with a home page and
module structure but no course content), before you add your own
course content. Please keep the provided home page as your course’s
home page.

Online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension, on their Canvas dashboard. Please contact rlin@ucx.ucr.edu when

your course is ready. This should be two weeks before the course start date.
Support questions can be directed to support@ucx.ucr.edu. Ann Kwinn is

available to discuss your course design at akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu.

Here is a link to the Canvas Guide on importing: How Do | Copy Content from

Another Canvas Course. Please publish your course at least three days before

it starts. Have all of your modules ready and published. Make sure your course
includes a syllabus with the most recent syllabus template (Access via the
Instructor Community in Canvas).

Newly Upgraded Classroom Technology

We are excited to announce a significant upgrade to the technology in our
Extension classrooms, including:

* New 80-inch Interactive Touch Displays in most of our small and
medium-sized Classrooms. These high-resolution screens serve as
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digital whiteboards for annotation, student interaction, etc.

o Upgraded High-Performance Projectors in large classrooms. These
new projectors are significantly brighter with better color accuracy and
contrast, even in well-lit environments.

» Simplified Plug and Play Connectivity to streamline your setup
process. All instructor workstations are now equipped with a standard
HDMI port to connect to your laptop or tablet.

We’'re here to help! Please reach out to our IT support staff for any assistance
you may need.

What’s New in Canvas? Upgrades to SpeedGrader.

Canvas now offers a new feature that gives instructors a smoother, faster
grading experience in SpeedGrader. The interface has been refreshed to make
managing assignments easier and load times quicker. Updates include a
redesigned section drop-down menu that’s simpler to navigate, “No
Submission” alerts, an updated submission status drop-down, and an
automatic rubric display in the traditional view. Media attachments and
submission comments have also been reorganized for clarity, with a new
delete icon for easier management. These improvements are especially helpful
for larger courses or more complex assignments, making grading more
efficient.

To try it out, go to Settings — Feature Options — Performance and
Usability Upgrades for SpeedGrader and click on Enable.
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