
Smarter teaching starts here — explore powerful AI tools, new instructor guides,
and key end-of-term resources!

Sign Up for an AI Virtual Teaching Assistant in Your Next Course 

We are happy to announce the pilot of an innovative new tool designed to
enrich the learning experience of students. Your course can now have a
dedicated chatbot, powered by Google’s NotebookLM, and serving as a virtual
teaching assistant to provide support to students.

Powered by your course content, this tool is available around the clock to help
students:  

Answer basic questions about timing, assignments, grading, etc., of your
course.
Clarify and connect concepts, identify patterns, and gain a deeper
understanding. 
Summarize readings or videos. 
Simplify complex topics. 
Support self-assessment by providing sample quiz questions and
answers. 
Provide memory aids such as acronyms or mnemonics. 
Create flashcards for self-study.
Structure learning with a topic outline to prepare for tests and
assignments.

If you are interested in using this tool for your course, please contact
support@ucx.ucr.edu.

AI Tip: Unlock Your AI Skills—Improve Your Prompts
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The AI revolution is here and transforming how we work. The Instructional
Design and Technology team wants to help you improve your understanding
and use of text generative AI tools such as Gemini and ChatGPT. 

Here is a useful tip to receive better responses: refine, don't settle – iterate
your way to better answers. Your first AI response is just a starting point.
Treat it as a draft and guide the AI to deliver what you really want.

How to iterate—ask the tool to: 

Go Deeper: "Expand on legal implications, referencing case law, etc."
Inject Expertise: "Integrate insights from top experts in the field."
Change Perspective: "Rewrite this from a skeptical viewpoint."
Alter Format: "Summarize as bullet points for a slide.”

Graduation Ceremony

On June 2, we celebrated our 2025 graduates in a ceremony that included
over 100 graduates and 300 attendees. The event was held at the UCR
Highlander Union Building and featured speeches from student and alumni
speakers, along with remarks from our dean, Kevin Vaughn, and Provost,
Elizabeth Watkins. We want to especially thank our instructor speaker,
Angelena Aguilera, who teaches courses in Gifted and Talented Education
(GATE) and is also a school principal and poet. She wrote a moving and
unforgettable poem of hope for our students. Thank you, Angelena. 

Get Your Summer Courses Ready

Don’t forget to import and update or develop your courses for the Summer
term.

If you have taught in Canvas before, you will import your prior Canvas
course into the empty course shell for the new term, which appears on
your dashboard, and update any due dates or other out-of-date
information. 
If you have not taught in Canvas, you will first need to import the course,
UCRX Template (which is a Canvas course with a home page and
module structure but no course content), before you add your own
course content. Please keep the provided home page as your course’s
home page. 



Online instructors should take the course, Teaching with Canvas at UCR
Extension, on their Canvas dashboard. Please contact rlin@ucx.ucr.edu when
your course is ready. This should be two weeks before the course start date.
Support questions can be directed to support@ucx.ucr.edu. Ann Kwinn is
available to discuss your course design at akwinn@ucx.ucr.edu. 

Here is a link to the Canvas Guide on importing: How Do I Copy Content from
Another Canvas Course. Please publish your course at least three days before
it starts. Have all of your modules ready and published. Make sure your course
includes a syllabus with the most recent syllabus template, which you can
access via the Instructor Community in Canvas. 

New Guides for Instructors

Please check out our latest guides for instructors: 

1. How to Access and Complete HR Trainings in the UC Learning Center
2. How to Import the UCRX Template
3. Canvas Student Guide

AI as a Teaching Partner: UCR Presentation Recording

UCR Main campus hosted Alexander “Sasha” Sidorkin to speak on using AI as
a teaching partner. Sidorkin is Chief AI Officer at Cal State Sacramento and
author of the book, Embracing Chatbots in Higher Education. 

This presentation demonstrates practical applications for faculty productivity
and student engagement. It shows how to use AI for curriculum development,
assignment design, and classroom activities. The presentation includes
specific examples of using AI to streamline instructor tasks while maintaining
pedagogical quality.

Measuring the Achievement of Objectives

The entity that accredits UC Riverside is the Western Association of Schools
and Colleges, or WASC. They meet with colleges to ensure that, among other
things, the learning objectives promoted in course catalogs and on websites
are supported by instructors and successfully achieved by students. One way
we have of checking this is with the Canvas Outcomes tool, which is a place
for instructors to enter the course’s learning objectives. These outcomes are
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then placed in rubrics, which are used to grade assignments. If the student
gets an acceptable score on that aspect of an assignment, they are considered
to have met the learning objective. Comprehensive scoring data for all
objectives and students in a course are displayed with color coding on the
Canvas Learning Mastery Gradebook. Some UCR Extension Education
instructors have been using this system already. We will be rolling it out more
broadly in the near future. 

Free Course: Challenging Bias and Bigotry in the Workplace

Looking to help build a more inclusive and respectful environment? Our free,
self-paced online course, Challenging Bias and Bigotry in the Workplace, was
designed to empower you to recognize and address discrimination in all its
forms.

What You’ll Gain
Learn how to foster an environment where every voice is heard and valued.
This course equips you to support meaningful change and contribute to a
culture of belonging.

Course Topics Include

Immigration Inclusion & Anti-immigrant Bias
Islamophobia
Antisemitism
LGBTQIAA+ Cultural Competency
Disability Justice & ADA
Anti-Racism & Anti-Blackness

Developed in collaboration with UCR’s Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion,
this course is a great opportunity to refresh your knowledge and learn from
UCR’s leading experts in equity and justice. Enroll today! Complete the course
and show off your accomplishment with a digital badge.

UCR University Extension
University Village, Building E, Suite 201

1299 University Avenue
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